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Alternative
India

Maybe you’ve already ticked Delhi and the Taj Mahal
off your bucket list or just want an Indian holiday
with a difference. Alex Reynolds suggest some
desirable destinations off the tourist trail

IFYOU’RE BOLD ENOUGH to
deviate from the masses darting
between the Golden Triangle (Delhi,
Agraand Jaipur), Varanasiand Goa,
youcandiscoveranothersideto
Indiathantheland youencounter

Instead of: Agra and the Taj Mahal in
Uttar Pradesh

Visit: Palitana in Gujarat

Morethan 1,000 templesblanket
the mountaintop of Palitana, the
holiest pilgrimage place in the world

Left: Palitana.
Above left: Loktak Lake.
Above right: Ahmedabad
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If you want

Instead of: Jaipur, Rajasthan
Visit: Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Jaipur -the ‘Pink City’ —is pretty,
butit’salsothestate’snumber
onetouristdestination. Rather
than subject yourselfto massive
crowds and persistent hawkers,
head southto Ahmedabad, the
capital of Gujarat, Rajasthan’s

onthetourist trail. Inthe lesser- for followers of Jainism, an ancient i neighbourstate. Grand havelis

|
travelled parts, people take you Indianreligion. The TajMahal is . (lavishly painted mansions) and
whereyouneedtogowithasmile; undoubtedlyiconic, butifyouwant that wi “ vivid textile marketsline the streets
while you’re shopping, locals will something that will really take your rea I |y ta ke ofitsrecently Unesco-listed old city,
stepintohelpyougetagood price; breath away, try Palitana at sunrise. while mind-boggling monuments
and foodismuchcheaper,and more  Youhavetoclimbsteps foratleast you r breath such as the Rani ki Vavstepwell and
authenticand downright delicious. anhourandahalftogettherebut . awa tr theSunTemplein Modheraareaday
Thetricky partisdecidingwhereto atleastyouwon’thavetoqueueup e _Y7 y tripaway. Then there’s the food...
go.India’s 36 states and territories with hundreds of other touristsjust g Pa I |ta na at Gujaratithalis are some of the most
offeravastrealmofunconventional  togetaglimpse.Palitanaisalsothe 2 . indulgent culinary experiences
travel opportunities. Here are some onlylegally vegetarian city on earth: sunrise you can haveinIndia. Despite all

alternativestotouristtrapstoguide
you offthe beaten track.
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itoutlawed the buying and selling of
animal productsin2014.
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this, hardly any tourists make it to
Gujarat. Theirloss, your gain. 9
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Travel

Instead of: Himachal Pradesh

Visit: Arunachal Pradesh
Nothingsaysthe Himalayaslike
hordes of stoned backpackers and
selfie-happy domestic tourists. If
thatdoesn’tsound like your cup
oftea, find your way to Arunachal
Pradeshinnorth-eastIndia, one of
the country’sleast-visited states.
Remote Arunachal borders China,
and you’llneed an (easily obtained)
permittoenter. Oncein, you’llhave
adventuresthrough sprawling
Himalayan vistas, experience
dozensofdistinct tribal cultures far
removed from stereotypical India,
and you’ll never have to move over
toavoid appearingin someoneelse’s
Instagram shot. Promise.
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Arunachal.
Below: Loktak Lake

Instead of: Alleppey backwaters in
Kerala
Visit: Loktak Lake in Manipur

Spend

Alleppey’s backwatersare serene you r d ays
butstrained by too many visitors .

and touristboatsthatdumprefuse boatl n g on
intothem. Instead of contributing

tothis pollution problem, try Loktak t!]e_ I_a ke or
Lakein Manipur, anorth-eastern V|S|t| n g the
statebordering Myanmar. Here y
fishermen in wooden longboats drift World S Only
slowly between buoyantislands of ﬂ 0 ati n g
plantsarranged into crop-circle-like .

fish farms. Spend your daysboating nat|0na|

around thelake orvisiting Keibul p a rk
Lamjao, the world’s only floating

national park, and save evenings for
chattingwith homestay hostsonthe
water’sedge.®

-> See more from Alex Reynolds at

www.lostwithpurpose.com and
@lostwithpurpose on Instagram
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